
Hymn of the Week
December 24, 25, 2018 • Christmas Eve/Day

The People Who in Darkness Walked

Text: Isaiah 9:2, 6–7; vers. David W. Music, 1998.

Music: Beredan Väg för Herran: Swedish melody, 17th cent. ; 
 harm. David W. Music, 1998

I have long loved the sprightly tune Beredan Väg för Herran, as well as the Messianic 
prophecy in Isaiah 9, which is familiar to musicians mainly through Handel’s Messiah. 
I think this paraphrase began when I noticed that the first two phrases of what would 
become the refrain fit into an 87 87 hymnic meter, which happens also to be the hymnic 
meter for Beredan Väg för Herran. I wasn’t familiar with any versifications of this 
section of Isaiah (which is not to say there weren’t any) and thought it was such a signifi-
cant passage that congregations deserved to sing it too! The rhymes are rather looser than I 
usually prefer but seemed to fit in this particular instance.
 –David W. Music

Topics: Biblical Names (David), Christmas, Incarnation, Peace (world)

Scriptural reference: Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

Publications
Celebrating Grace (2010)
Selah Songs of Rejoicing (Selah, 2011)

This hymn may be reproduced 
for worship programs 

by contacting Selah Publishing 
at www.selahpub.com 

or licensing through CCLI or OneLicense.net.



Church Year • Christmas

The People Who in Darkness Walked

Text: Isaiah 9:2, 6–7; vers. David W. Music, 1998. 87 87 with refrain
Music: Swedish melody, 17th cent.; harm. David W. Music, 1998.  Beredan Väg för Herran
 Text and harm. © 1999 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Christmas

Text: Isaiah 9:2, 6–7, vers. David W. Music, 1998. ©�1999 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Swedish melody, 17th cent.; harm. David W. Music, 1998. 
    Text and harm. © 1999 Selah

87 87 with refrain
Bereden Väg för Herran
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