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“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”

John Newton (1725-1807), the author of “Glorious
Things of Thee Are Spoken,” was among the most
influential Evangelical Anglicans of his day. A con-
temporary of the Wesleys, Newton learned the
Bible at his mother’s knee but abandoned the faith
and opted for the life of a sailor. After many adven-
tures in Africa, he experienced a profound conver-
sion, was ordained an Anglican priest,and accepted
a curacy at Olney (1764). There Newton wrote
hymns and enjoyed the friendship of the troubled
but brilliant hymn writer and poet, William Cowper
(“There Is A Fountain Filled With Blood”). In 1779,
Newton and Cowper published some of theirhymns
in Olney Hymmns. Animated by the evangelical piety
of its authors, this three-part collection featured
hymns on scripture, “occasional subjects” and the
Christian life. Included in Book I (and exceptional
in the collection because of its jubilant tone) was
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” which car-
ried the title “Zion; or, The City of God.” Newton
built this hymn around seven biblical passages. It
quickly gained popularity wherever English-lan-
guage hymns were sung.

The wide circulation of his autobiography de-
tailing his sins as a slave trader and his dramatic
conversion enhanced Newton’s popularity as a
hymn writer. Gifted with rich imagination and a
thorough knowledge of scripture, this author of
“Amazing Grace” and “How Sweet the Name of
Jesus Sounds” helped introduce the singing.‘)?
hymns into Anglican parish practice

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoke% has
been adapted by both English and Ameriéln hym-
nal editors. The original text is ge%erally main-
tained, but the hymn is often shotr?led in Ameri-
can hymnals by the rearrangemeg flines orbythe
omission of Newton’s fourth stanza:

Blest inhabitants of Zion,

Washed in the Redeemer’s blood!
Jesus, whom their souls rely on
Makes them kings and priests to God.
“Tis his love his people raises

Over self to reign as kings

And as priests, his solemn praises
Each for a thank-off’ring brings.

Newton’s text is inextricably linked to AUSTRIA,
an immensely popular tune by the Austrian com-
poser Franz Josef Haydn. Composed in 1797, this
“Volkslied” by Haydn, Chapel Master to the Aus-
trian Emperor Franz Josef, was dedicated to the
emperor and first performed on his birthday, Feb-
ruary 12, 1797. It set to music a patriotic prayer,
“Gott erhalte Franz den Kaiser,” by Lorenz Leopold
Haschka (1749-1827) modeled on “God Save the
King.” In this era of the French Revolution, the rise

of Napoleon and growing nationalism, Haydn’s
tune filled a felt need for a rousing Austrian national
anthem. England had its national hymn; France had
adopted the Marseillaise as its anthem in 1795.
Haydn gave Austria its counterpart.

Haydn originally wrote AUSTRIA as a single line
for piano accompaniment. Later in 1897 he ex-
panded the accompaniment for a small orchestra.
AusTRIA met instant success. It had dignity and
hymnic resonance, and it galvanized the Austrian
people at a moment of political turmoil. Germany
later adopted AusTrIA for its national anthem, and
Haydn embedded the tune in one of his most
enduring Quartets, “The Emperor.”

By 1802, AustriA had been appropriated by
British and American compilers as a hymn tune. In
1804, itappeared in a hymn tune book published in
Germany. Within five years of its composition,
then, this inspiring patriotic masterpiece became
part of the musical heritage of the Christian church.
Although it is occasionally used with other words,
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” remains
AUSTRIA ’s most popular text.

5.’ Craig Phillips

Craig P?@ is Music Associate at All Saints’ Episco-
pal Chéfch in Beverly Hills, Calif. Phillips is a noted
confposer, having received numerous commissions,
imluding those from the National Cathedral, the
sociation of Anglican Musicians, and the Ameri-
can Guild of Organists National Convention.
Phillips was born in Louisville, Kentucky, in
1961. He received a B.M. from Oklahoma Baptist
University,and a M.M. and D.M.A. and the Perform-
ers Certificate from the Eastman School of Music,
Rochester, New York, where he studied with the
late Russell Saunders.

This hymn arrangement is sponsored by the
Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals
(ISAE) at Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 60187,
through a grant from The Lilly Endowment. The
ISAE exists to encourage and support research
on evangelical Christianity in North America.
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SAB, organ, 2 tps./keybd., opt. timp., opt. cong.

John Newton, 1779 AUSTRIA, by Franz Joseph Haydn, 1797
setting by Craig Phillips
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