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When the morning stars together  
their creator’s glory sang,  
and the angel host all shouted  
till with joy the heavens rang.  
Then your wisdom and your greatness  
their exultant music told  
all the beauty and the splendor  
which your mighty works unfold.  
 
When in synagogue and temple  
voices raised the psalmist’s songs  
off ’ring up the adoration 
which alone to you belongs; 
when the singers, trumpets, cymbals,  
all combined your praise to share,  
awestruck people saw your glory  
fill the sacred house of prayer.  
 
Voice and instrument in union  
through the ages spoke your praise.  
Plainsong, tuneful hymns and anthems  
told your faithful, gracious ways.  
Choir and orchestra and organ 
each a sacred off ’ring brought,  
while, inspired by your own Spirit,  
poet and composer wrought.  
 
Lord, we bring our gift of music;  
touch our lips and fire our hearts.  
Teach and train our senses;  
Fit us for these sacred arts.  
Then with skill and consecration  
we would serve you, Lord, and give  
all our powers to glorify you  
and in serving truly live.  
 
–Albert F. Bayly, 1966. 
© Oxford University Press. Used by permission.

Cover painting: Saint Cecilia and an Angel, ca. 1617 & ca. 1621
Orazio Gentileschi (Florentine, 1563–1639)
& Giovanni Lanfranco (Italian, 1582–1647)

Courtesy National Gallery of Art, Washington2–When the Morning Stars–425-800
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When the Morning Stars Together
SATB, organ, and opt. congregation

In thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness in time of crisis and fear, 
commissioned by St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas, 
Rev. Scott Harbison, Pastor, Marvin Gaspard, Director of Music

Albert F. Bayly, alt. WEISSE FLAGGEN, Tochter Sion, Cologne, 1741, arr. Alfred V. Fedak

Text © 1966 Oxford University Press. Used by permission.
Music copyright © 2023 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com
Printed in the U.S.A. on recycled paper. It is illegal to photocopy this music.   

Firmly, with conviction (q=96)
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4

 Sung by the choir
 
1 When the morning stars together  
 their creator’s glory sang,  
 and the angel host all shouted  
 till with joy the heavens rang.  
 Then your wisdom and your greatness  
 their exultant music told  
 all the beauty and the splendor  
 which your mighty works unfold.  
 
2 When in synagogue and temple  
 voices raised the psalmist’s songs  
 off ’ring up the adoration 
 which alone to you belongs; 

 when the singers, trumpets, cymbals,  
 all combined your praise to share,  
 awestruck people saw your glory  
 fill the sacred house of prayer.  
 
3 Voice and instrument in union  
 through the ages spoke your praise.  
 Plainsong, tuneful hymns and anthems  
 told your faithful, gracious ways.  
 Choir and orchestra and organ 
 each a sacred off ’ring brought,  
 while, inspired by your own Spirit,  
 poet and composer wrought. 

 Choir and congregation

Text: Albert F. Bayly, alt., 1966. © 1966 Oxford University Press. Used by permission.
Music: Weisse Flaggen, from Tochter Sion, Cologne, 1741, arr. Alfred V. Fedak.  
 Arr. © 2023 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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