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The Church’s One Foundation 

Text: Canticle 13
Music: John Rutter (b. 1945)

4. 

	 Choir
1.	 The church’s one foundation 
	 is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
	 she is his new creation 
	 by water and the word; 
	 from heav’n he came and sought her 
	 to be his holy bride; 
	 with his own blood he bought her, 
	 and for her life he died. 

2.	 Elect from ev’ry nation, 
	 yet one o’er all the earth, 
	 her charter of salvation 
	 one Lord, one faith, one birth, 
	 one holy name she blesses, 
	 partakes one holy food, 
	 and to one hope she presses, 
	 with ev’ry grace endued.

3.	 ’Mid toil and tribulation 
	 and tumult of her war, 
	 she waits the consummation 
	 of peace forevermore, 
	 till with the vision glorious 
	 her longing eyes are blest, 
	 and the great church victorious 
	 shall be the church at rest. 

The Church’s One Foundation 

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1866.
Music: Eleanor Daley, 2015; and Aurelia, Samuel S. Wesley, 1864, arr. Eleanor Daley. 
	 © 2020 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

This page may be photocopied for congregational use in a worship program  
if sufficient copies have been purchased for the choir.  The copyright notices must appear when reprinted.


