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Lord of the Dance

Unison/Two-part choir, keyboard, handbells, soprano glockenspiel, hand drum

Sydney Carter, 1963 LORD OF THE DANCE, Shaker melody, adapt. Sydney Carter,

J_ @8 arr. Steve Pilkington
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This arrangement was originally conceived for children’s voices but it
works well as a two-part anthem for youth or adult voices. It can be done
many ways including entirely in unison without the percussion parts or
the descants. One descant may be used without the other. Men and treble
voices may alternate verses. It works quite well as a congregational hymn,
too. C instruments may be used on the melody and/or descants. It is a
lot of text, especially for children, so I have included indications where a
verse or two may be sung as a solo. The refrain should always be tutti. The
congregation may join in singing one or all of the refrains.

Lastly, I have found it very effective when using children or youth to
have a relevant bible verse recited by a child over the introduction to each
verse. Here are my choices:

m. 1-4
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was witly God,
and the Word was God. N

m. 21-25 ﬂc

Jesus said: “Come, follow me; I'll ma‘k‘ejou fishers of men!”

m. 41-44 L&
And Jesus went about Galilee,tﬁlﬁhing, preaching
and healing all manner of gigkness.

m. 61-65
The chief priests gl rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death,
and they cruci&d him.

m. 81-82 Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life!”

—Steve Pilkington
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