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From All That Dwell Below the Skies

Isaac Watts (1674–1748), based this well-known hymn 
on Psalm 117. The Psalm is short, and so is the hymn, 
and many editors have included additional stanzas con-
tributed by various authors.
	 This	hymn	first	appeared	in	Watts’	Psalms of  David 
Imitated, in the Language of  the New Testament (1719). Watts 
considered	this,	his	last	poetical	collection,	his	greatest	
work.	He	devoted	years	of 	diligent	effort	to	its	comple-
tion	 and	 incorporated	 into	 it	 the	 evangelical	 vision	
already	suggested	in	his	earlier	poems:	“Christ	and	his	
cross	is	all	our	theme.”	Watts	recognized	how	radical	
his	work	would	appear	to	English	Christians	who,	since	
the	Reformation,	had	generally	favored	church	use	of 	
nothing	but	Psalms.	In	Psalms of  David, Watts set out to 
accommodate	the	Book	of 	Psalms	to	Christian	worship,	
making	imaginative	applications	of 	David’s	expressions	
to	Christian	experience.	His	1719	collection	offered	a	
wide	variety	of 	liturgical	choice	for	specifically	Christian	
worship.	But	while	Watts	“Christianized”	many	psalms,	
he	left	some	without	a	New	Testament	gloss.	Perhaps	
the	best	known	among	these	are	his	renderings	of 	Psalm	
90—“Our	God,	our	help	in	ages	past”—and	“From	All	
That Dwell Below the Skies.”
	 The	first	American	publication	of 	“From	All	That	
Dwell	Below	the	Skies”	was	in	Watts’	The Psalms of  David 
Imitated, in the language of  the New Testament,published	in	
Boston	for	Jonathan	Edwards	in	1741	(during	the	Great	
Awakening).	By	1800,	official	collections	of 	Presbyte-
rian,	 Congregational	 Christian,	 Unitarian,	Methodist,	
Universalist,	 Lutheran,	 and	 Church	 of 	 the	 Brethren	
denominations	had	incorporated	this	hymn.	In	the	19th 
century,	it	was	found	as	well	in	Mormon,	Spiritualist	and	
Christian	Science	collections.
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From All That Dwell Below the Skies
SATB, organ and opt. Brass Quartet

Comissioned by the Schenectady County Bicentennial Choir Festival, March 15, 2009, Schenectady, New York

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
para. of Ps. 117 and Ps. 138

Alfred V. Fedak
based on hymntune SCHENECTADY

by Nehemiah Shumway (1761-1843)
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Briskly; with a rugged energy and drive (h =ca. 74)
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