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We Come, O Christ

Text by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
Music by Russell Schulz-Widmar

and Alfred V. Fedak

420-633 We Come, O Christ Schulz-Widmar/Fedak
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Carl P. Daw, Jr.’s text “We Come, O Christ” was commissioned by Christian
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana, and was first sung at a
festival of Daw’s hymns there on March 10, 1993. In writing this hymn for
seminarians, the informing biblical event was the appeal to Jesus for special
consideration of James and John (Matthew 20:20–28 and Mark 10:35–45).
The third line of stanza three adapts line 40 of John Donne’s “Good Friday
1613. Riding Westward.”␣ The fourth stanza was written at the request of
Russell Schulz-Widmar especially for this anthem version. Its scriptural
references are Matthew 11:29–30 and Matthew 6:10/Luke 11:2.

Alfred V. Fedak’s hymn tune RATHERVUE connects this hymn text with The
Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, Texas, where
both Daw and Fedak, along with four other people engaged in the making
of hymns, were Visiting Fellows during two weeks in February 1995. The
tune name commemorates the street on which the seminary is located.
Russell Schulz-Widmar has been Associate Professor of Church Music,
Organist and Choirmaster at The Episcopal Theological Seminary of the
Southwest, in Austin, Texas, since 1974.
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We Come, O Christ
SATB, organ

Celebrating the establishment of The John Hines Chair of Preaching,
Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest, Austin, Texas

Carl P. Daw, Jr. Russell Schulz-Widmar
based on the tune RATHERVUE by Alfred V. Fedak

  Text © 1992, 2006 Hope Publishing Co. Carol Stream, IL  60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Hymn tune RATHERVUE and harmony of stanza 1 by Alfred V. Fedak, © 1995 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

Arrangement  © 2006 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com
Printed in the U.S.A. on recycled paper. It is illegal to photocopy this music.   
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