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Missa Brevis: Tongues of Fire

SATB, organ

Kyrie eleison

Cecilia McDowall (b. 1951)
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My mass, Tongues of Fire, follows the usual framework for a Missa
Brevis — Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei — but instead of
the Credo I have interpolated a movement called Linguae Ignis, Tongues
of Fire, a short extract taken from the Acts of the Apostles. The first
performance was given at the time of Pentecost to mark the “Birth-
day of the Church” in 2000. I have always been captivated by the
imagery of “cloven tongues like as of fire” and felt it would bring
another element to the mass with its intense drama. I have set the
text in Latin in keeping with the rest of the mass; this is a translation
from the King James Version, Acts 2:2—4:

“And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting, And
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

The Missa Brevis: Tongues of Fire was commissioned by the Thames
Philharmonic Choir, conductor John Bates, and Brian Hill, director
of the Kingston Brass Ensemble and first performed in May, 2000,
at Kingston Parish Church, Surrey. In May, 2013, the London Festi-
val of Contemporary Church Music Choir, conductor Christopher
Batchelor, performed this revised version for choir and organ in St
Pancras Church, London.

—Cecilia McDowall 2018
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