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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Amarillo, Texas, originally commissioned The Ama-
rillo Canticles in 1993. As was requested, I used the Rite II language taken from 
the American Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

In the late 1990s, the British organist/choirmaster, Simon Nieminski, whom I 
first met when he was organist at St. Bartholomew the Great in London, sug-
gested adapting the canticles to the older language of the 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer. In fact, he created such a revision himself and has used it at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh, where he now heads the music program.

In fall 2006, having developed other ideas for an adaptation to the 1662 text, I 
created my own version, which is dedicated to Mr. Nieminski. Shortly after publica-
tion in early May 2007, this setting received its premiere at York Minster, sung by a 
guest British choir, the Bridgeman Singers. Two months later, the St. Paul’s Choir, 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Houston, Texas, Mark Edenfield, director, and 
Kenneth Coleman, organist, performed the Canticles at Ely Cathedral during the 
choir’s weeklong residence there.

The original Rite II setting, also published by Selah Publishing Co., is included on 
the CD Echoes of the American Cathedral: Music of David Ashley White (Zephyr, 
Z-115-99), sung by the St. Paul’s Choir, Robert Brewer, organist/choirmaster, and 
Frances Anderson, director.

•

David Ashley White, a seventh-generation Texan, is an active composer who in 
recent years has specialized in chamber, solo vocal, and choral music. He is one 
of the leading composers of sacred music in the United States and has numer-
ous publications, commissions, and recordings to his credit, including the recent 
Praise the Spirit: Sacred Music of David Ashley White, sung by the Palmer Choir, 
Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church, Houston, Texas, Brady Knapp and Courtney 
Daniell-Knapp, co-directors (Gothic G-49254). His hymns are included in major 
denominational publications, including the hymnals of the Episcopal Church and 
the United Methodist Church. His first collection of hymns, Sing, My Soul, was 
published in 1996. Songs for a New Creation was published in summer 2002, 
and a third, New Harmony: A Harp of Thousand Strings, in collaboration with 
hymn poet Richard Leach, was released in 2006. Selah Publishing Co. publishes 
all three books.

Dr. White earned his first two degrees from the University of Houston, the Bachelor 
of Music in oboe performance and the Master of Music in composition. His Doc-
tor of Musical Arts is from the University of Texas at Austin. He has taught at the 
University of Houston since 1978. In 1999, he was appointed Director of the Moores 
School of Music and currently holds The Margaret M. Alkek and Margaret Alkek 
Williams Endowed Chair.
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