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David Ashley White’s secular and sacred compositions are widely per-
formed and published. Sources for his frequent commissions include Pic-
colo Spoleto, the Texas Chamber Orchestra, the Mirecourt Trio, the Green
Lake Festival, the Concert Chorale of Houston, Del Mar College, the Uni-
versity of Houston, the Houston Harpsichord Society, Houston Master-
works Chorus, the Houston Chamber Choir, and a number of churches
and individuals. Since 1980 he has received the ASCAP Award for music
composition.

White’s vocal and instrumental music is recorded on several labels, in-
cluding Music and Arts, World Library, Paraclete Press, and Zephyr. The
latter includes two recent recordings—a selection of his sacred choral mu-
sic, Echoes of the American Cathedral, sung by the St. Paul’s Choir, Hous-
ton, led by Robert Brewer and Frances Anderson; and The Blue Estuaries,
containing American choral music performed by the Houston Chamber
Choir, Robert Simpson, conductor. White’s a cappella settings of five
Louise Bogan poems provides the title for that recording. The work was
commissioned by the Houston Chamber Choir for a premiere at the 1998
convention of Chorus America and is published by E.C. Schirmer.

White is currently resident composer for the Houston Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists. In 1991 and 1995 he was composer-in-resi-
dence at the Mississippi Conference on Music and Liturgy, and is sched-
uled to return there in 2003. In July 1998 he was composer-in-residence at
the Evergreen Church Music Conference in Colorado. White was winner of
the 1993 composition contest sponsored by St. Paul United Church of
Christ, Chicago (Cantate Domino for mixed voices, brass, and organ, pub-
lished by Paraclete Press), and has won first prizes from the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Alabama, the Virginia Bandmasters Association, and the Texas Fed-
eration of Music Clubs.

White’s secular publishers, in addition to E.C. Schirmer, are Southern
Music Company and Shawnee Press. His sacred publishers include Selah,
E.C. Schirmer, Paraclete, St. James, Abingdon, Trinitas, Concordia, Music
70 (Warner-Chappell), Randall M. Egan (The Kenwood Press), Choristers
Guild, Hinshaw, and MorningStar. His hymns are found in a number of
books, including The Hymnal 1982 (Episcopal); the recently published
supplement to that book, Wonder, Love, and Praise; The United Method-
ist Hymnal and its recent supplement, The Faith We Sing; Japan’s Hymnal
for the United Church of Christ, and Great Britain’s Worship Songs An-
cient and Modern. A collection of his hymns, Sing My Soul: The Hymns of
David Ashley White, was published in 1996 by Selah Publishing Co. A sec-
ond collection is forthcoming.

Holding a BM (oboe performance) and MM (composition) from the
University of Houston, White received the DMA in composition from the
University of Texas at Austin. He is the director of the University of
Houston’s Moores School of Music, where he is also professor of composi-
tion and theory.

The Amarillo Canticles appear on the CD recording Echoes of the Ameri-
can Cathedral: Music of David Ashley White (Zephyr Z-115-99). White’s
Preces and Responses (Rite II) is available from Selah (410-955) and
includes the Invitatory Sentences, Apostles’s Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and
Suffrages for Evening Prayer.
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Commissioned by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Amarillo, Texas, on the occasion of its 35th anniversary, 1993

David Ashley White

 Copyright © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Kingston, N.Y.  12401. www.selahpub.com
Printed in the U.S.A. on recycled paper.    It is illegal to photocopy this music.   
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