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Performance Notes
If sung as a unison anthem, the choir sings Part II from measure 5–20, sings Part I and II from

measure 23–54, and Part I measure 55 to the end. If sung by two equal groups, both may
sing the melody from measure 5–20, then split into the two parts from measure 23 to the end.

This anthem may be sung by a younger and older choir. The older choir may sing Part II
throughout, and the younger choir may sing Part I. It is effective to separate the two groups
spatially to enhance the dialogue effect.

This anthem may be used to teach intervals: beginning with the first measure of the vocal
melody, every other measure begins with a melodic interval one step larger than the previous
one, from a Major 2nd to an octave (i.e. measure 5=M2; measure 7=M3; measure 9=P4;
measure 11=P5; etc.)

Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit
Kenneth Lowenberg
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