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2—Gold and Spices—405-302

“Gold and Spices” was written for Reading Phoenix Choir
in 2018. The choir sings from memory and this influenced
the use of patterns and repetitions within the piece, par-
ticularly the opening motif.

The text is taken from Christina Rossetti’s beautiful
poem “They Have Brought Gold and Splces 1852) which
tells of the three Kings and is therefore p rly suited
to carol services, Epiphany and All Sal

The piece fluctuates between excit at the arrival of
the kings with their wondrous gifi, incense and precious
stuffs and ivory and more refl sections wondering
what the singer can possib! g instead.

Gold and Spices was iered at Reading Minster
(UK) by the Readin emx Choir as part of their Carol

Concert in Decem

\O

Cover photo © by Sarah MacDonald: stained glass detail, New York City.
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They have brought gold,
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They have brought gold and spices to my King,
incense and precious gifts and ivory;

Oh holy Mother mine, what can I bring

so that my Lord may deign to look on me?
They sing a sweeter song than I can sing,

[, bound on earth, weep for my trespassing.
They sing the song of love in heav free.
Then answered me my Mother. @her voice
spake to my heart and answeon my heart:

Sing, saith he to the he@, to earth, Rejoice!

—Christina Rossetti, 1@
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