405-245  Before the Marvel of This Night
Two-part divisi choir and handbells/percussion
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Mixed choir and handbells
Jaroslav ]. Vajda, 1981 David Ashley White, 2012
Expressively J: ca. 56
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1 Be - fore the mar - vel of this night,
2 A - wake the slep - ing  world with song,
3 The love  that we  have al - ways known,
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3 The love that
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a - dor - ing fold  your wings and bow, Then
this is the day the Lord has made. As -
our con - stant joy and end - less light, Now
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we have al - ways known, our con - stant
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tear the sky a - part with
sem - - - - ble here, ce - les - il
to the love - - - less world be
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joy and end - less light, Now to
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light, and with your news the world en - dow
throng, in roy - al splen - dor  come ar - rayed.
shown, now break up - on its: death - ly night.
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_ the love - - - less world be  shown,— now break up -
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Pro - claim  the birth of Christ  and peace, that
Give  earth a glimpse  of heavn - ly bliss, a
In - to one song com - press the love that
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on its death - ly night. In - to  one
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fear  and  death and  sor - row cease: Sing
teas - ing  taste  of  what they miss: Sing
rules  our u - ni - verse a - bove Sing
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song com - press the  love that  rules our u - ni - verse a -
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peace,  sing peace, sing gift of _geace, sing
bliss, sing bliss, sing end - less @ bliss, sing
love, sing love, sing God i love, sing
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bove: Sing love, sing love, sing
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peace, sing  gift of  peace!
bliss, sing  end - less  bliss!
love, sing  God is  lovel
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God is love, sing love, sing God——is love!
Handbells (octaves ad lib.)
p 4
ﬁ - - -

405-245-Before the Marvel-3

o1snw siyy Adooojoyd of joBeyji s1 | “Ajuo sesodind melrel Joj pepiroid si jusWNOOP SIY |

(PPOUDD PUD "GN BYI Ul 7 /[ 9-2S8-008 ||02 JO) WO gndyo[es MMM |0 10 Jg|osp SjLI0AD) INOA WOol} 18pIO

"ou *0D) Bulysignd Yojes e S-S0 e SHYAA AS|ysy pianQ

IN SIYL JO [2AIDW 3y} aJojog

yb



iggo ht

Before the Marvel of This N

. Inc.

David Ashley White ® 405-245 e Selah Publishin

Order from your favorite dealer or at www.selohpub.com (Or call 800-852-6172 in the U.S. and Canadal

This document is provided for review purposes only. It is illegal to photocopy this music.

Composer’s note: Voicing in this piece should be flexible, accomplished in
any combination—e.g., only S.A. or T.B. throughout, or stanza 1, S.A., and
stanza 2, T.B. Likewise, if sung by a mixed chorus\‘fé’i:anonic third stanza
might be S.A. for the first entrance and T.B. for #he second.

Along with the accompanying handbells,g as many octaves as avail-
able, other additions might be includedsoth pitched and unpitched
instruments: e.g., crotales, antiqueﬂmbals, bell tree, wind chime, etc.
Adding a synthesizer—playing usters of the given pitches ad ib at an
appropriate dynamic level_zwould also be effective. The overall desired
effect should be colorful¢nd glittering, helping to create the idea of a
“marvel.” é

An instrumep&lich as flute, violin or cello could also be added, perhaps
as a third canonic entrance at a distance of another two-measures.
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