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David Schelat (b. 1955) composed Biblical Skefches on commission from the 2015 Mid-Atlan-
tic AGO Convention held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. It is dedicated both to the convention
and to Wilbur Held, the influential undergraduate organ teacher of David Schelat, on the
occasion of Wilbur’s 100™ birthday. It was composed in the summer of 2014.

The first movement begins in a rhythmically ambiguous fashion with an octatonic scale as
musical fodder, both elements describing “without form and void,” of Genesis 1:2. Gradu-
ally the tune Bunessay is introduced, first in a highly fragmented manner with shifting tonal
centers, barely recognizable to the listener, then stated in a more or less continuous form, but
ornamented with chromatic alterations. The movement is rounded out with a repeat of the
octatonic theme and a remembrance of the hymn tune’s first phrase. The second movement,
a lively rondo with Phrygian leanings, leads the listener to realize that David the dancer was
quite energetic, sometimes humorous, and just a bit quirky.

Copyright © 2015 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. www.selahpub.com
1t is illegal to reproduce this music without permission.

2-Biblical Sketches—160-924



Sw.: Celeste 8'

In the Beginning . ..

Gt FL. 8’ Genesis 1:1-5
Ch:FL 8, 4',2-2/3' .
Ped.: 16', 8 ] David Schelat
Espressivo =58 )
7 5. s - = Tight cup mute 3 |
0 [4) > m > N - iy | |
Ttin¢ FF——2 e = =E==¢ e e |
[ # é DR T mp
[a /\
" - S e —T o9 & o —o
'\’? = $ ﬁF | :#.F o
Organ Sy P —F+——— ———F———
n A N
: = = o —ef o_oT
- <—] I I
3
0 N ——— T T N
0 y 2 - 1L | | | |
Ped. -/ —p %i : :#i =m
p L > o o
3
5 A | h‘ | | 3!
\J | - I — - ) I= % | | | |
SGET. e et
Q) N— S— —_
—
A
\J N a——a 1 - o ——O -
B —r 1 11— o
b |
Y [ [ [ ]
_—
0 * i? Par ] {) N |
= — 6= =1
| L * =
<): - - - -
prd
e

160-924—Biblical Sketches—3



Freely, a bit jazzy
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David Danced Before the Lord

Gt.: 16' Plenum, Reeds

Pos.: 8', 4", 2!

1T Samuel 6:14

David Schelat

Ped.: Plenum, Reeds
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