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A lifelong love of descants began when, as a nine-year-old, I first heard the soaring 
arrangement of Adeste fideles by Sir David Willcocks. The word-painting, the 

countermelody, and the thrilling harmony breathed extraordinary life into a carol 
known seemingly forever. Finding ways to enhance congregational song and, in the 
process, highlighting the meaning of profound theological poetry has channeled my 
enthusiasm for arranging hymn tunes and playing the organ ever since.
  Hymn tunes, like the organ, have become part of my identity. Many years of 
preparing for services have gradually molded the way in which I combine the dual 
roles of accompanying the hymns and leading the congregation. In the fine details 
of crafting an accompaniment, harmony, articulation, and the simultaneous 
movement of multiple voices (“voice leading,” in organists’ jargon) each play a 
role—sometimes subtle, often dynamic—in creating forward momentum, binding 
a congregation together while energizing the overall shape of a hymn, especially in 
the critical final stanza that lingers in the air after the last chord dies away.
  I owe a great deal to numerous mentors—both teachers and friends—who 
have shared much of themselves with me as I polished this art form. Donald Holder, 
Peter Jewkes, Robert Lehman, and Walter Sutcliffe could each identify their own 
handiwork in these volumes. Recordings of the great George Thalben-Ball continue 
to provide inspiration decades later. And singing hymns in thousands of services has 
undoubtedly left me with stimulating impressions of the way in which countless 
others practise hymnody. This is a cumulative art form, as each generation takes 
cues from those who have paved the way with their own well-crafted ideas.
  A great debt is owed to my choirs, who have gallantly tackled new arrangements 
as soon as I have composed them. In cases where the congregation needs very little 
melodic help from the choirs, arrangements of a few favorite hymns have gradually 
evolved into multi-part descants. These settings, with as many as five voice parts, 
create a wall of sound in the healthiest range for each voice, so that the enunciation 
of the text can strengthen the harmony provided by the organ. These arrangements 
present a sustained challenge that helps to keep the choir engaged in leading the 
congregation.
 The timeless hymns of our tradition have the capacity to speak in a new voice to 
each successive generation. I hope that choirs and congregations near and far will 
feel energized and refreshed in encountering familiar hymns anew through these 
arrangements.

–Stuart Forster
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Angel Voices, Ever Singing Francis Pott, 1861 Edwin George Monk, 1861  Angel Voices
Setting by Stuart Forster
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Aus der tiefe/Heinlein attr. Martin Herbst, 1676           George Hunt Smyttan, 1856 Forty Days
Setting by Stuart Forster
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Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)
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Text: When In Our Music God Is Glorified
Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000) © Hope Publishing

When in Our Music Fred Pratt Green, 1971 Charles V. Stanford, 1904  engelberg
© 1972, Hope Publishing Co.  Setting by Stuart Forster
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 Kas DzieDaja        	 ■	

 KingsfolD             ■	 	 	 	 	 ■

 King’s lynn      	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 King’s Weston      ■  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 Komt nu met zang     ■	 	 	 	 ■

 Kuortane               ■

 lanD of rest        ■	 ■	 	 	 ■

 lasst uns erfreuen ■ ■    ■  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 lauDa anima   ■

 lauDate Dominum        ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 leoni 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 litton  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 llanfair ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■

 lleDroD     ■ 
 lobe Den Herren ■ ■ ■

 love unKoWn              ■

 lübecK      ■

 lyons   ■

 martyrDom        	 ■	

 materna             ■

 melcombe     ■

 menDelssoHn  ■

 merton  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 migHty savior     ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 mit freuDen zart  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■	 ■

 moscoW  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 ■

 mozart        	 	 ■

 municH   ■

 nettleton   ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 neW britain   ■   ■  ■	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■

 nicaea            	 ■	 	 	 ■	 	 ■

 nun DanKet ■     ■	 	 	 ■	 ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 nun Komm Der HeiDen HeilanD              ■	 ■

 olD 100tH ■    ■	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■

 olD 113tH  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 ■

 olD 120tH  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 olD 124tH  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 o filii et filiae              	 ■

 ora labora                	 ■	

 o Waly Waly        	 ■	

 o Welt, icH muss         ■

 Passion cHorale        	 ■	

 Petra        	 ■	

 PicarDy ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■

 PleaDing savior        	 ■	

 Psalm 42        ■

 Puer nobis nascitur ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 ratHbun  ■

 reDHeaD 76        	 ■	

 regent square ■     ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 renDez à Dieu ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 resignation        	 ■	 	 	 ■	

 ricHmonD        	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 rocKingHam        	 ■	  ■	 	 	 	 	 ■

 rustington        	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 st. agnes   ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 st. albinus   	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 st. anne ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■	 ■

 st. botolPH  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 st. clement        	 ■	   
 st. columba        	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 st. Denio   ■   ■	 	 	 	 ■	 	 ■	 ■	 	 ■	 	 ■	

 st. elizabetH   ■

 st. flavian   ■   ■

 st. george’s, WinDsor ■     ■

 st. joan  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 st. magnus   ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 ■

 st. micHael   ■

 st. Peter ■  ■   ■

 st. stePHen  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 st. tHeoDulPH        	 ■	

 st. tHomas   ■

 abbot’s leigH        ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 alDine     ■

 allein gott             ■

 amazing grace   ■   ■  ■	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■

 angel voices        	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 ar HyD y nos        	 ■	 ■

 asH grove        ■	 ■	

 aurelia             ■	 	 	 ■

 aus Der tiefe/Heinliein             	 	 	 	 	 ■

 austria  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 autHority     ■   ■

 beacH sPring  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 besançon carol  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 birmingHam  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

	 bourbon            ■

 bryn calfaria  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 ■

 bunessan      ■

 caitHness        	 ■	

 camano        	 	 ■

 castleWooD     ■

 cHriste sanctorum ■     ■	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■

 coronation          ■	 ■

 craDle song            ■

 crimonD                  ■

 crucifer     ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 cWm rHonDDa  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 ■

 DarWall   ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 DiaDemata  ■   ■

 Dix   ■   ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 Distler        	 	 ■

 DoWn amPney            ■

 DuKe st.            	 	 	 ■	 ■

 Dulce carmen   	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 DunDee   ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 DuneDin        	 	 ■

 Dunfermline        	 ■	

 easter Hymn  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 ebenezer (ton-y-botel)  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 ■

 ein’ feste burg ■     ■

 ellacombe ■ ■    ■

 engelberg    ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 es ist Das Heil        ■

 es ist ein’ ros’   ■

 first noWell     ■

 forest green  ■

 fortunatus            ■

 founDation              ■	 ■

 freu DicH seHr        ■

 garDiner                  ■

 gelobt sei gott        	 	 ■	 	 ■

 general seminary  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 gloria        ■

 goD rest you, merry        ■

 goPsal                 ■

 gott sei gelobet            ■

 gott sei DanK      ■

 grosser gott  ■      ■	 ■	 	 ■

 Hamburg    ■

 Hanover                ■	 ■

 HenDon               ■

 HereforD                 ■

 HerzlicH tut micH verlangen        	 ■	

 Holy manna  ■ ■

 HyfryDol  ■   ■	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 ■

 Hymn to joy  ■ ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 icH glaub an gott        	 	 ■

 in babilone          ■	 ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 in Dir ist freuDe  ■

 innsbrucK        ■

 irby      ■

 italian Hymn  ■ ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 ■

 julion              ■
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 salzburg        ■	 	 	 ■	 ■	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■

 sicilian mariner  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 sine nomine  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 slane  ■   ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 ■	 	 ■

 soutHWell   ■

 stuttgart     ■ ■  ■	 ■

 tallis’ canon   ■

 tallis’ orDinal        ■

 terra beata   ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 ton-y-botel (ebenezer)  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 ■

 truro  ■ ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 unser HerrscHer  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 veni emmanuel        ■

 vesPer Hymn      ■

 victory  ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 sicilian mariner  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 vom Himmel HocH            ■

 WareHam        ■	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 ■

 Westminster abbey     ■	 	 	 	 	 ■	 	 	 	 	 	 ■

 WincHester neW        	 	   	 	 	 	 ■	 ■

 WincHester olD        	 	   	 	 	 	 	 ■

 WonDrous love        	 ■	   ■

 WooDlanDs                 ■

 WooDWortH               ■

 W zlobie lezy  ■
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