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A lifelong love of descants began when, as a nine-year-old, I first heard the soaring 
arrangement of Adeste fideles by Sir David Willcocks. The word-painting, the 

countermelody, and the thrilling harmony breathed extraordinary life into a carol 
known seemingly forever. Finding ways to enhance congregational song and, in the 
process, highlighting the meaning of profound theological poetry has channeled my 
enthusiasm for arranging hymn tunes and playing the organ ever since.
   Hymn tunes, like the organ, have become part of my identity. Many years of 
preparing for services have gradually molded the way in which I combine the dual 
roles of accompanying the hymns and leading the congregation. In the fine details 
of crafting an accompaniment, harmony, articulation, and the simultaneous 
movement of multiple voices (“voice leading,” in organists’ jargon) each play a 
role—sometimes subtle, often dynamic—in creating forward momentum, binding 
a congregation together while energizing the overall shape of a hymn, especially in 
the critical final stanza that lingers in the air after the last chord dies away.
   I owe a great deal to numerous mentors—both teachers and friends—who 
have shared much of themselves with me as I polished this art form. Donald Holder, 
Peter Jewkes, Robert Lehman, and Walter Sutcliffe could each identify their own 
handiwork in these volumes. Recordings of the great George Thalben-Ball continue 
to provide inspiration decades later. And singing hymns in thousands of services has 
undoubtedly left me with stimulating impressions of the way in which countless 
others practise hymnody. This is a cumulative art form, as each generation takes 
cues from those who have paved the way with their own well-crafted ideas.
   A great debt is owed to my choirs, who have gallantly tackled new arrangements 
as soon as I have composed them. In cases where the congregation needs very little 
melodic help from the choirs, arrangements of a few favorite hymns have gradually 
evolved into multi-part descants. These settings, with as many as five voice parts, 
create a wall of sound in the healthiest range for each voice, so that the enunciation 
of the text can strengthen the harmony provided by the organ. These arrangements 
present a sustained challenge that helps to keep the choir engaged in leading the 
congregation.
  The timeless hymns of our tradition have the capacity to speak in a new voice to 
each successive generation. I hope that choirs and congregations near and far will 
feel energized and refreshed in encountering familiar hymns anew through these 
arrangements.

–Stuart Forster
 



Abbot’s Leigh   Cyril Taylor, 1942           		 Music © 1942, renewed 1970, this arr. © 2018 Hope Publishing Co.
Setting by Stuart Forster
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Tell Out, My Soul Song of Mary, para. Timothy Dudley-Smith   Repository of Sacred Music, 1813 Birmingham
© 1962, Hope Publishing Co. 	 Setting by Stuart Forster
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Darwall’s 148th
   John Darwall, 1770          	  Richard Baxter, 1681   Ye Holy Angels, Bright

Setting by Stuart Forster
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King’s Lynn   English melody; adapt. R.V. Williams, 1906            	
Setting by Stuart Forster
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Horatio B. Nelson, 1864 By All Your Saints Still Striving
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Laudate Dominum C. Hubert H. Parry, 1894. 	
Setting by Stuart Forster

Henry W. Baker, 1875 O Praise Ye the Lord
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Lobe den Herren   melody from Erneuerten Gesangbuch, 1665.	
Setting by Stuart Forster
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Praise to the

œ œ œ
Praise to the

œ œ œ
œœ œ .œ jœœ
œœ œœ œœ

˙ œ

Sop. descant

Alto descant

œ œ œ œ
Lord! O letœ œ œ œ
Lord! O let.œ jœ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
.œœ œ œ œ

Jœ œ
˙ œ

œ œ œ œ
all that is

œ œ œ œ œ
all that is

œ œ œ
œœ œœ œ œœ œœ
œœ œ œ˙
œ œ œ
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in me a

œ œ œ
in me a
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œœ œ̇ œ œ
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5 .œ Jœ œ
dore

œ œ œ œ
dore

.˙
œ .œ jœœ œ œœ
œœ ˙̇
œ ˙

œ ˙
him!

.˙
him!

.˙
.œ̇ ˙
.˙ .˙

œ œ œ

œ œ œ
All that hath

œ œ œ
All that hath

œ œ œ

.œ̇ œ œ
œ̇ œœ œ œ

.˙

.œ Jœ œ
life and breath

.œ Jœ œ
life and breath.œ jœ œ
œ .œ jœœ œ œœ
.œ̇# Jœ œœ

˙# œ

œ œ œ
come now with

œ œ œ œ
come now with

œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œ
œ̇ œ œœ œ
˙ œ

œ œ œ
prais es be

œ œ œ
prais es be

œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ
œœ œ̇ œ
œ œ œ œ
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Nun Danket alle Gott   Johann Crüger, 1647	
Setting by Stuart Forster
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All
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praise and

œ œ œ œ

œ̇ ˙ œ˙
œœ œ̇ ˙ œ
œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ
thanks to God the.˙ œ

œ̇ œ œœ œ œ œ
ẇ ˙
˙ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
Fa ther now be

œ œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œ œ œœ
œœ œ̇ œ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œU œ
giv en the
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œ̇ œ œœU œœ
˙ œ œ
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Son, and

œ œ œ œ

œ̇ œ œ œ˙
œœ œ̇ œ œœ#
œ œ œn œ

œ œb œ œ
him who reigns with.˙ œ

œœ œœb œ̇ œ
œœ œœ œ̇ œ

œ œ œ# œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
them in high est

œ œ œ œ
œœ œœ œ œœn œœ
œœ œ̇ œœ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œU œ
heav en, e
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Saints be fore the
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œ̇ œ œ œ œ˙
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.œ Jœ œ œ œ
al tar bend ing,.œ Jœ œ œ
˙ .œ jœ œ œœ œœb
.˙ .œ jœ œ œ œœ

˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
watch ing long in
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œ̇ œ œœ œ œœ
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hope and fear,
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˙ œ œ œ

.œ# Jœ œ œ
Lord, de scend ing,.œ Jœ œ œ

œ .œ# jœœ œ œœ œœ
œw œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ
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come and wor ship,.œ Jœ œ œ
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come and wor ship,.œ Jœ œ œ
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œœ œœ# œœ œœn

œ œ œ œ œn
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wor ship Christ, theœ œ œ œ
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œœ œœ œ̇ œ
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œ œœ ˙̇
new born King.
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Rendez à Dieu   melody attr. Louis Bourgeois, 1543	
Setting by Stuart Forster	
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˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
Riv ers and seas and tor rents roar ing,

˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
˙ .˙ œ œœ œ̇ œ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇
˙̇ œœ œ .˙ œ œ œœ œœ œw œ ˙
˙ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
hon or the˙ œ œ

œw œ œ œ œ
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Lord with wild ac claim;

œ œ ˙ ˙ w
œœ œœ œ̇ œ œ̇ œ œ wœ œ œ œ
œ̇ œ ẇ ˙ w.˙ œ
œ œ ˙ ˙ .˙ œ

˙ œ œ œ œ
moun tains and stones look
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œ̇ œ œw œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ ˙

˙ œ œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ w
and find a voice to praise his Name.˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ w

œ̇ œ œ œœ œœ œœ œœ jœœ œœ jœ ww
œ̇ œ œ œ œ ˙ wœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ
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Thou

œ
œ
œœ
œ

œ œ œ
reign est in
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œ̇ œ œœ
œœ œ̇ œ

.˙

œ œ œ œ
glo ry, thou

œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œ
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dore thee, all
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veil ing their
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laud we would
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œ̇ œ œœ
œ̇ œ œœ
˙ œ

œ œ œ#
rend er: O

œ œ œ
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help us to
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see ’tis
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˙ œ

œ œ œ
on ly the
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.œœ œ
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œ œ œ.œ̇̇ œœ#
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light hid eth
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Slane   Irish ballad melody	 Irish, ca. 700; vers. Mary Byrne, tr Eleanor H. Hull, alt.   Be Thou My Vision
Setting by Stuart Forster
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High King of

œ œ œ œ
œ .˙ œ œ
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heav en, when

œ œ œ œ
œ̇ œ œœ
œ̇ œœ œ œ
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.œ Jœ œ
vic tory is
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won,
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heav en’s joys,
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œ œ œ
bright heav en’sœ œ œ
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œœ œœ œ œœn
œ œ œ œ
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Sun!.˙

˙̇ œœ
˙̇ œœb

œ œ œ

œ œ œ
Heart of myœ œ œ œ œ

œœ œ̇ œ
.œœ œ jœ œœ
.œ jœ œ
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ev er be
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fall,

˙ œ
œ̇ œ œœ.œ̇ jœ œœ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
still be my

œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ
œ̇ œ œœ
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œ œ œ œ
vi sion, Oœ œ œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œ
˙b œ œ œ œ œœ

˙ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
Rul er of

œ œ œ
œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ
œ̇ œ œœ
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all.
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praise, e ter nal
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˙̇œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ
˙̇ ˙̇
œ œ œ œb œ œ œ
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Son, to thee, whose
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peo ple free; whom

œ œn œ œ
œœ œ œœ œ œœ œœ
œœ œn˙ œœ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
with the Fa ther

œ œ œ œ
œœœ œ̇œ œ œœœ
œœ œ̇ ˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ# œ œ

œ œ œ œ
we a dore andœ œ œ œ
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.œ̇n œ œ œ œœ
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œ œ œ œ
Ho ly Spir it
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œ̇ œ œ œœ œ œœœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœU
ev er more.

œ œ œU

œœ œœ œœ œœœU

œœ .˙ œœœ œœU

˙ œu

- - - - - --

21 1

2–Title–4xx-xxx

Winchester New
Stuart Forster

 Copyright © 2017 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com
Printed in the U.S.A. on recycled paper. It is illegal to photocopy this music.   

5.



31

&
&

&
?
?

bb

bb

bb

bb
bb

44

44

44

44
44

œ
All

œ
œœ
œ
œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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with the Fa ther

œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ
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œ̇ œœ œœ œœ˙
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Winchester Old   melody The Whole Book of Psalmes, 1592	 Nahum Tate, 1700   While Shepherds
Setting by Stuart Forster
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good will hence.œ Jœ œ œ
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ẇ œœ œœ#
œ# œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
forth from heav’n be

œ œ œ œ
œœ œ œ œœœ œ œœœ œœ
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