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I. Three Tall Trees Grew on a Windy Hill 
Three Tall Trees, 1989; Text by Herbert O’Driscoll

II. Borrow a Stable
Borrowing Stranger, 1996; Text by Richard Leach, 1993

III. Heal Me, Hands of Jesus
Hands of Jesus, 1998; Text by Michael Perry, 1981

IV. Year By Year, from Past to Future
Sage Hill, 1991; Text by Alan Luff
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From Past to to Future (2001) is a set of four organ preludes based on hymn tunes 
by American composer Alfred V. Fedak. The work was commissioned by and is dedi-
cated to St. Michael’s Church, Dresden, for the re-dedication of the chancel organ. 
The commission was made possible with numerous gifts from the congregation.
  I strongly feel that new hymn tunes should be a significant part of worship. 
However, one of the difficulties (for organists) with new hymn tunes is that, by virtue 
of their newness, there does not exist a body of organ literature on those tunes. This 
short set is intended as a companion to Sing to the Lord No Threadbare Song: 
New Hymntunes of Alfred V. Fedak, an anthology (released 2001) of Fedak hymn 
tunes published by Selah. All four tunes used in these pieces are included, with their 
original texts, in this anthology.
  Fedak’s hymn tunes are almost always tied very explicitly to their respective texts. 
Thus, the organ preludes in this set are inspired both by the tunes themselves but 
also by the stanzas of the hymn texts. Reading (and singing) the full texts for these 
hymns will help in the interpretation of these pieces.
  These four pieces may be used as service voluntaries in a worship setting or as 
a set together for recital. They are especially intended for use in introducing these 
wonderful Fedak hymn tunes to a congregation.

Carson P. Cooman
July 2001, Rochester, N.Y.
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