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Dedication
This hymn collection is dedicated

,to the memory of my grandmother,
Ella Blachly Andrews,

from whose contagious example
.I first learned to love hymns.



Foreword
It is a privilege once again to introduce a collection of hymns by Joy
Patterson. Like her earlier Come, You People of the Promise (Hope
Publishing Co., 1994), this new collection contains both texts and tunes
that she has written. In any given hymn she may have written the words,
the music, or both. So the first general impression these hymns convey is
her creative versatility as author and composer.

The range of topics within her texts is remarkable, yet there are some
threads that weave themselves into almost every hymn. For one thing,
there is nearly always a significant scriptural connection. Sometimes a
text of scripture has been restated, as in the paraphrases of Psalms 51
and 104. In other cases events narrated in scripture are retold from a
particular point of view, often with an interpretation or application in
the final stanza. In both these ways, the hymn imparts a new liveliness
and a fresh appreciation to a passage that may have become dulled by
frequent use.

Among the biblical narratives included here, a high proportion of
them center on some aspect of the life of Jesus: on the Sea of Galilee with
his frightened disciples, telling parables, associating with social and
religious outcasts, having his feet washed by “a woman of the streets,” at
the Last Supper, in Gethsemane, rising from death, reigning in glory and
in compassion. These hymns help to continue and interpret the mystery
of the Incarnation by giving the singers a more intimate view of a Jesus
who may have seemed a distant abstraction.

At the same time many of her texts explore the implication of the
Incarnation for how Christians live out their faith: we are challenged to
continue the work Jesus began and entrusted to his first disciples—as
well as to all those who come after them. There is no room here for a
private faith that does not have public consequences. On the contrary,
faith carries with it certain imperatives for justice, peace, mercy, and
love. Yet there is careful attention here not to make the task of disciple-
ship so daunting that it becomes immobilizing:

Everyone here can help to build God’s Kingdom,
we can help bring a New Creation here—
sisters and brothers, fathers and mothers,
each one can help to bring the Kingdom near.

(“Building God’s Kingdom”)

There’s work for everyone to do—
to pray or help or learn or teach.
We’ll work to bring God’s kingdom in,
with gifts God gives to each.

(“We’re All Members of God’s Family”)

Lord, stir up in us the leaven
of your Kingdom’s rising power;
teach us how to build that Kingdom,
inch by inch and hour by hour.

(“Long Ago Isaiah’s Vision”)



Go into all the world!
As equal partners in the task,
respecting each one’s gift,
whatever work our Lord may ask—
across the world, across the street,
wherever hope and hunger meet.

(“Go into All the World”)

The concern for engaging the singers is no less evident in the music
for these texts. Many of them are set to well-known tunes so that new
words can easily be sung to familiar melodies. Where she has crafted
new tunes for her own texts or for the texts of others, Joy shows no less
attention to making the the music accessible and memorable. She
customarily writes for unison singing, frequently using some sort of
patterning (sequences, repeats, recurring rhythms, refrains) in order to
enhance the sense that this new melody has not been so much newly
created as it has been reclaimed from some half-forgotten musical
treasury.

The hymn from which a line has been used as the title of this collec-
tion concludes with a prayer to the Holy Spirit:

Shape our vision, stretch our hearts,
God’s way for this time revealing.
Grant us deepened understanding,
strength to follow God’s commanding.

(“Holy Spirit, Teacher, Friend”)

These are indeed the qualities evident in the hymns Joy Patterson offers
to us here.

Carl P. Daw, Jr.
Executive Director
The Hymn Society in the U.S. and Canada
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Creation and Providence

1 Loving God Who Gave Us Music

Text: Joy F. Patterson, 2000. © 2005 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 87 87 87
Music: John Goss, 1869. Lauda Anima
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Written in thanksgiving for the music ministry of Larry K. Brandenburg
at First Presbyterian Church, Wausau, Wisc.



Creation and Providence

The Wilderness and Desert Shout 2

Text: John Core. © 2000 Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 88 86
Music: Joy F. Patterson, 2002. © 2005 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Shouting Wilderness
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And by their banks God’s people trace
a highway built of love and grace,
a road marked clear that all may roam
on pilgrimage toward home.

5 Now fearless let us move along, 
and echo back the desert song.
We learn as sighs and sorrows flee:
the journey sets us free!

6



Creation and Providence

3 Creator God, How Many Are Your Works

Text: Joy F. Patterson, based on Psalm 104:24-34; 35b. © 2005 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 10 10 10 4
Music: Charles Villiers Stanford, 1904. Engelberg
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Creation and Providence

God of Unknown, Distant Worlds 4

Text: Joy F. Patterson, 1991. 77 77 77
Music: Roy Hopp, 1990. Sister Bay

Text @1994, music ©1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. alternate tune: Ratisbon



Creation and Providence

5 My Faith Is Grounded, God, in You

Text: Joy F. Patterson, 2002. © 2005 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 88 88 88
Music: John Bacchus Dykes, 1861. Melita
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