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Introduction

Singing a New Song

“O sing to the Lord a new song.” That is the first verse of Psalms 96 and 98. 
Other psalms also say it, and so does Isaiah chapter 40, verse 10. All of us 
who write new words and music for people to sing in worship take that verse 
as permission, as our license to write and offer our work to the church. 

Our God is surely worthy of the talents of living poets and composers, and 
their songs are new by definition. But recently written is a not a very deep 
definition of newness. One could improvise new words and music to God on 
the spot, but they might not be worth repeating!
  
I suggest that the Psalmist wants a new song not for the sake of novelty, but 
for the sake of the new things God does. New things like leading slaves into 
freedom and keeping a very old promise to give them a land. New things like 
forgiveness rather than making debtors pay and pay and pay. New things like 
touching those the world has declared untouchable and healing those the 
world thinks are not healable. New things like the resurrection of a Jewish 
rabbi who had been rejected by the leaders of his own people, and legally 
executed by the Roman empire as a threat to its order.
 
The world has many old songs sung by old singers. Pharaoh’s Hebrew slaves 
in Egypt knew what they sounded like. We remember Pharaoh. When you 
go to him asking for a break from work in order to worship God, he tells you 
that you’re just being lazy.  
  
The old song and the old singers say that God cannot be our first priority. 
They say that when it’s time to make the bricks, you make the bricks. When 
the straw for the bricks is taken away and the brick quota gets raised, you do 
without straw and you meet the new quota. And somehow, no matter how 
many quotas you meet, no matter how long and hard you work, the work is 
never done.
  
“Whistle while you work,” says Pharaoh. You know the tune, you know the 
words. Sing my song. Do as I say.
  
But the God of Israel does not answer to Pharaoh. God does something Pha-
raoh does not expect, something new. God frees the slaves from Egypt, and 
Pharaoh’s pursuing army drowns behind them, its heavy cavalry stuck in the 
mud, as Israel goes on in sandals and barefoot to freedom. Miriam begins 
the new song on the freedom shore. “Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed 
gloriously. The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.”
  



The song of escape from the imperial troops chasing us down is always new. 
Miriam’s song never gets old. Sing that, says the Psalmist. You don’t have to 
sing Pharaoh’s old song any more. 
  
This is a challenge as well as a promise because besides being the heavy yoke 
of a work song, the old song may be a stirring anthem sung before a ball 
game or as a flag is saluted—so big and colorful and emotional, who wants 
to be left out, who dares not to salute? And the old song is a song of fear, 
alternately shrieking angrily and purring seductively, telling us that if we will 
learn the tune of not stepping out of line, of giving up civil liberties, of cast-
ing a suspicious eye on the designated other, the empire will make us secure 
while striking down our enemies. The chariots and troops got bogged down 
in the mud that one time—now the empire claims to know all about mud. 

But in the end the old song is a narrow song matched to a narrow life. It is 
the new song sung by Miriam, the new song called for by the psalmist that 
gives us room—room to breathe and to move, room to live and to love. 

Songs of the seas into which the imperial horses and riders go down are the 
new song. The laments and cries in bondage that caught the ear of God when 
the Israelites were slaves are the new song, for sometimes the new song is a 
complaint and the old song is “Don’t complain or I’ll give you something to 
complain about.” Songs of our God-given freedom are the new song, whether 
they were written yesterday or three millennia ago. 

Jesus tells a parable about a farmer who for some reason scatters seed every-
where—on the path, on rocky ground, and among thorns. The old song is, 
“Those seeds aren’t going to amount to a thing.” But the new song is, “Oh, but 
they did and they do and they will.” 

 Richard Leach
 Stamford, Connecticut
 Palm/Passion Sunday, 2016
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9.25 Gloria

86 77
Gloria

Text: Richard Leach, 2007. ©2007 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2007. ©2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
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1 Gloria

Text: Gloria in excelsis, para. Richard Leach, 2007.  86 77
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2007.  Gloria
  Text © 2007, music © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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The Water and the Name of God9.028
Baptism

Text: Richard Leach, 20xx. © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: English folk melody; harm. Jeffrey Rickard. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

LM
O Waly Waly

  The Water and the Name of God 2

Text: Richard Leach, 2007. LM
Music: English folk melody; harm. Jeffrey Rickard.   O Waly Waly
 Text © 2007, harm. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.



3 Faithful Bread

Text: Richard Leach, 2004. 33 66 33
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2004.  Faithful Bread
 Text © 2004, music © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Section

9.04 Faithful Bread

66D
Faithful Bread

Text: Richard D. Leach, 20xx. ©2004 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2004. © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
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9.23 That All May Be One

10 10 10 10 with refrain
Unity

Text: Richard Leach, 2006. ©2006, Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2006. ©2016, Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
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4 That All May Be One

Text: Richard Leach 2006. 10 10 10 10 with refrain
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2006.  Unity
 Text © 2007, and music © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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5 Christ, We Wait

Text: Richard Leach, 1999.  Irregular
 © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

Christ, we wait;
you will come,
like a pilgrim toward the city gate.

Stars will fall
like branches cut
from the trees beside the road you take.

Clouds of glory
will be spread,
cast like cloaks upon the way ahead.

We praise now
for the day
when the falling stars prepare your way!

Christ, we wait.
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ẇ ˙

œ̇ œ ˙̇

heal
bit

wear

ing
ter
y,
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9.30 Waiting for the Kingdom

65 67 65 55
Waiting

Text: Richard Leach, 2009. © 2009 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2016. © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
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  Waiting for the Kingdom 6

Text: Richard Leach, 2009. 65 65 65 55
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2016.  Waiting
 Text © 2009, and music © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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9.10 Jerusalem the City

76 76D
New England

Text: Richard Leach, 2014, 2016. © 2016 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: New England folk melody; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 2001. © 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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7 Jerusalem the City

Text: Richard Leach, 2014, 2016.  76 76D
Music: New England folk melody; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 2001.  New England
 Text © 2016, harm. © 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc
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9.33 HELEN - When Jesus Wept

LM
Helen

Text: St. 1, The New England Psalm Singer, 1770; St. 2 Richard Leach, 2014. © 2014 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: David Ashley White, 2014. © 2014 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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  When Jesus Wept 8

Text: St. 1, The New England Psalm Singer, 1770; st. 2 Richard Leach, 2014. LM
Music: David Ashley White, 2014.  Helen
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