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Foreword
When a sacred poet shares a creation with a wider audience, it is risky busi-
ness. First of all, it is risky for the poet. They have chosen to share a personal 
spiritual revelation with the world.  Such a sharing reflects a level of vulner-
ability that those who have not done it cannot appreciate. Depending on the 
perspective of those who encounter the poem, it may be rejected on one of 
many grounds including theological justification, artistic merit, or personal 
experience—they simply cannot identify with the revelations of the poet.
 Assuming that the poem passes the initial text, it is still risky—this time 
for the singer. What if the poet articulates a feeling that has been buried 
in the singer’s soul so deeply that they do not want to uncover it? What if 
encountering this feeling causes a sensation that is unexpected, even to the 
point of losing control? What if the poet gives voice to a person or group 
that has been silenced by history or society and now demands our atten-
tion? What if the poet’s challenge is a prophetic word of God that makes us 
uncomfortable? What if the poem conveys a yearning dangled in front of the 
singer by God that calls for change in one’s life? 
 On the other hand, what if the singing the poet’s creation offers delight, 
purpose, release, hope, peace or community? Can you afford not to risk tak-
ing the song into your being and waiting to see what will happen?
 What does this collection say about Rusty Edwards—his faith, his spiritu-
al journey, his hopes for the Christian community? I can only mention a few 
in this space, but perhaps they will encourage you to open your spirit to the 
Spirit as reflected in these songs of faith.
 These songs ring with authenticity. By this I mean you will find no hint of 
pomp or pretension. The language is simple, but never simplistic, accessible, 
but not banal, unconventional, but not contrived. 
 These songs are the result of collaboration— collaboration with some 
whose relationships have been a blessing to the poet, collaboration with 
other writers, and with musicians. Rusty Edwards is more than capable of 
composing both tunes and texts, but he relishes the possibilities of collab-
orating with a wide variety of co- writers. These collaborators come from 
fifteen different countries, making this collection a unique contribution to 
global hymnody.
 These songs come from a pastor’s heart. They reflect postures of worship, 
seasons of the Christian year, and pastoral concerns—the stuff of day-in-
day-out ministry.
 Many moments of revelation came to me in savoring these hymns, but 
one poem captured the essence of the collection and its purpose:

 Sing your song loudly, with love as your lyric.
 Limitless love: one can never run out.
 All in each one, and for all the same answer:
 Love. Then love more. That’s what life is about.

So, I invite you to risk community and that God may speak to you through 
these songs.

–C. Michael Hawn
University Distinguished Professor of Church Music
Perkins School of Theology
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas
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Section

5.007 Blessed Morning, Jesus

Meter
Dorough

Text: Rusty Edwards and Debra Von Fischer Samuelson
Music: Rusty Edwards

French
Japanese

Swahili
German
Spanish

1 Blessed Morning, Jesus

Text: Rusty Edwards and Debra Von Fischer Samuelson, 2011. 636 13 6
Music: Rusty Edwards, 2011. Dorough
 Text and music © 2013 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Section

5.030 Rhythm of Life

86 86Text: Rusty Edwards and Debra von Fischer Samuelson
Music: Lonnie Goode

1
2
3
4

2 Rhythm of Life

Text: Rusty Edwards and Debra von Fischer Samuelson, 2011. CM
Music: Lonnie Goode, 2011. Rhythm of Life
 Text and music © 2013 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Before God Says “Go”5.065

Text: Rusty Edwards.
Music: Darcy Hill and Rusty Edwards, 1996. © 1997 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

Redemption

88 11 9
Commencement

  Before God Says “Go” 3

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1996. 88 11 9
Music: Darcy Hill and Rusty Edwards, 1996. Commencement
 Text and music © 1997 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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If You Can Walk5.058
Christian Life

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1996. © 1997 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: English folk melody; harm. Jeffrey Rickard. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

LM
O Waly Waly

4 If You Can Walk

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1996. LM
Music: English folk melody; harm. Jeffrey Rickard. O Waly, Waly
 Text © 1997 and harm. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Section

5.042 Thank You for Uncommon Mercy

Celiwe
Text: Celiwe Samkange and Rusty Edwards
Music: Rusty Edwards

1
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  Thank You for Uncommon Mercy 5

Text: Celiwe Samkange and Rusty Edwards, 2012. 87 87
Music: Rusty Edwards, 2012. Celiwe
 Text and music © 2013 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Text: Jane Marshall. © 1992, Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Music: Rusty Edwards, 1997. © 1997, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., Kingston, N.Y. 12401. 
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Advent People

Advent People5.060
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6 Advent People

Text: Jane Marshall. © 1992 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 75 75
Music: Rusty Edwards, 1997. © 1997 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Advent People
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Section

5.054 “Yes” Was the Word

11 7 11 7
Yes

Text: Rusty Edwards, 2011
Music: João Wilson Faustini, 2011
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  “Yes” Was the Word 7

Text: Rusty Edwards, 2011.  11 7 11 7
Music: João Wilson Faustini, 2011.  Yes
 Text and music © 2013 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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5.019 In the Labored Pain • WEARY STRANGERS

87 87
Weary Strangers

Text: Rusty Edwards and Debra von Fischer Samuelson, 2010.
Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 2010. 

1
2
3
4

8 In the Labored Pain of Travel 

Text: Rusty Edwards and Debra Von Fischer Samuelson, 2010. 87 87
Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 2010. Weary Strangers
 Text and music © 2011 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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May God Bless and Keep You5.059
Close of Worship

Text and music: Rusty Edwards, 1996. © 1997 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
66 65

Spirit of Joy

  May God Bless and Keep You 46

Text and music: Rusty Edwards 1996. 66 65
 Text and music © 1997 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Spirit of Joy
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