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Introduction

A rich man plans to build bigger barns 
for all his wealth, and God comes to him saying, 

“You fool!  Your life ends tonight.”

The Lord comes in glory to sort people 
as sheep and goats are sorted, 

and the goats say, “Who?  Us?”—but so do the sheep.

These are just two of Jesus’ parables, from Luke 12:13–21 
and Matthew 25:31–46.  Confrontational, vivid, memora-
ble, Jesus’ parables are some of his best known words. The 
stories of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son, for ex-
ample, have given phrases to the English language. People 
may call someone a “good Samaritan” or say, “the prodigal 
returns,” without knowing the biblical roots of what they 
are saying.  In the church, many other parables are also well 
known: bright pictures come to mind when we hear “the 
house upon the rock” or “Lazarus and the rich man.”  
	 The parables do some theological heavy lifting. But 
they do it in the language of story, and with concrete im-
ages: seeds and stones and weeds; a lost sheep, a lost coin, a 
lost son.
	 Good stories can be read over and over. We enjoy 
repeating what has already pleased or touched or provoked 
us. But we are also surprised by what we had not noticed 
before, and by ideas and feelings the story did not trigger 
before. That’s how it is with the parables. We are not done 
with them—we are far from done with them!—after one 
reading, or one sermon, or one hymn. 
	 There do not seem to be a lot of standard hymns on the 
parables. The widespread use now of the Revised Common 
Lectionary, which calls for each of more than two dozen 
parables to be read every three years, has invited the writ-
ing of more. With resources such as the hymns presented 
here, the parables proclaimed in scripture reading and 
sermon are lifted into song, helping us to understand them 
even more deeply. It is our hope that this book helps many 
to sing the stories taught by Jesus.

—Richard Leach and David P. Schaap, November 2008



Introduction

		  Where Is the Kingdom	 1

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1978. 	 Irregular
Music: Gaelic melody, arr. Jeffrey Rickard. 	 Bunessan
	 Text © 1995, arr. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Introduction

5.01 Where Is the Kingdom

Irregular
Bunessan

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1978. ' 1995 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Gaelic melody, arr. Jeffrey Rickard. '  1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Introduction

2	 Go Worship at Emmanuel’s Feet

Text: Richard Leach, 1994; stanzas 1 and 6 adapted from Isaac Watts, 1707.	 LM
Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1989.	 Davenport
	 Text © 2001, music © 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Section

5.02 Go Worship at Emmanuel s Feet

LM
Davenport

Text: Richard Leach, 1994. ' 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1989. ' 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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5	 Is Christ a woman making bread?
	 The flour and the yeast are wed.
	 A little yeast is all it takes
	 to leaven every loaf she makes.

6	 As near as sunlight, far as stars,
	 past every praising word of ours:
	 the beauties we can never trace,
	 till we see Jesus face to face.



House on Rock, House on Sand

		  I Built My House on Rock	 3

Text: Rae E. Whitney.	 66 66
Music: Roy Hopp, 1997. 	 Geschwendt
	 Text © 1995, music © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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I Built My House on Rock5.03
House on Rock, House on Sand

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1978.
Music: Roy Hopp, 1997. Text ' 1995 and music ' 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

66 66
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House on Rock, House on Sand

4	 Building on the Rock Is Slow

Text: Richard Leach, 2000.	 777 448
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2000.	 On the Rock
	 Text © 2000, music © 2008 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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5.04 Building on the Rock Is Slow

777 448
On the Rock

Text: Richard Leach, 2000.
Music: Amanda Husberg, 2000.
    Text ' 2000 and music ' 2008
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House on Rock, House on Sand

		  Deliver Us, O Lord of Truth	 5

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1995. © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com	 CM
Music: melody from Supplement to Kentucky Harmony, 1820; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 2000.	 Detroit
	  Harm. © 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.	
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5.05 Deliver Us, O Lord of Truth

CM
Detroit

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1995. ' 1997 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music: melody from Supplement to Kentucky Harmony, 1820; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 2000.
    Harm. ' 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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The Sower

6	 A Sower Went Forth

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1982.	 Irregular
Music: Rae E. Whitney, 1982; arr. Edward Doemland, 2005.	 Sower
	 Text © 1995, music © 2005 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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5.06 A Sower Went Forth

Irr.
Sower

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1982. '1995 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
Music: Rae E. Whitney, 1982; arr. Edward Doemland, 2005. ' 2005 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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