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Preface
 We sing of an unfailing love,
 and tell of heavenly might,
 of all the good things done for us
 who struggled in the night,
 of God who brought us through the gloom
 into the present light.
  —John Core

The title of this collection is drawn from the final line of a text  by John Core and reflects an 
important part of my general compositional aesthetic and style. My music most often tends to 
be about a progression towards light: and not always from darkness; sometimes just from lesser 
light to greater light.
 This collection contains all of my hymn tunes that were previously unpublished as well as 
tunes that have appeared in other Selah multi-composer collections. A previous anthology of 
my tunes entitled At Dawn of Grace is available from Wayne Leupold Editions (#WL800023). 
These two collections together represent nearly all of my hymn tunes as of 2013.
 The majority of the tunes were composed during 2001–03, a period during which I was 
particularly active in writing tunes. Since then, hymns have appeared much more sporadically 
when need and occasion warranted.
 I am consistently inspired by the wonderful practitioners of this “miniature art form,” and 
most especially by Alfred V. Fedak and David Ashley White, who I believe represent the very best 
in serious hymn tune composition today.
 The musical style employed in these tunes draws upon a number of elements. The influences 
of traditional and contemporary hymnody/common practice writing are of course present, but 
also the harmonies and sounds of contemporary concert music (and sometimes pop music), 
and especially the idiosyncratic voice leading and parallel sounds of colonial American music, 
which have been a part of my musical world for many years. I have often tried to (within a more 
contemporary harmonic language) duplicate the affect (even if not the specific sound) of the 
early American style: with its unusual parallels and doublings, and rich, solid motion.
 Special thanks are due to the three authors whose texts appear most frequently in this col-
lection: Mary Louise Bringle, John Core, and Richard Leach. Mel, John, and Richard have been a 
continual inspiration—not only with their superb texts, but also their personal friendship.
 Many tunes in this collection were composed in the normal manner, in response to the 
inspiration of a specific text. However, others followed the reverse procedure. When I first began 
working with Mel Bringle in 2002, she told me that her writing preference was to work “tune 
first.” I thus began producing textless tunes for her use, and most (though not all) of the settings 
of her texts in this collection were written in this manner. This “reverse” procedure occasionally 
had bleedthrough to other authors as well. Morgan Creek, for example, was written textless, 
and I asked Richard Leach to supply its words. Working in this way was a distinct change of pace 
from the manner in which classically-trained composers normally approach text setting, but it 
allowed in some cases for me to think about the connections that my hymn tunes had with my 
instrumental music.
 Thanks are also due to my dear friend Matthew Burt, whose work with me on the editorial 
committee of the Harvard University Hymn Book provided consistent and thought-provoking 
dialogue about hymnody. Thanks to David and Virginia Schaap of Selah Publishing for their 
support and effort with this collection. And special thanks also to Sandra Gay without whose 
initial encouragement none of my hymns would exist.

—Carson Cooman
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Easter 2013
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Section

9.69 The Sun Was Silent

84 84 85 54
Wordless Light

Text: Richard Leach, 1996
Music: Carson P. Cooman, 2001.

1
2
3

75 Wordless Light	•	The	Sun	Was	Silent

Text: Richard Leach, 1996. q = 80
Music: Carson P. Cooman, 2001.  84 84 85 54 

Text and music © 2004 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Section

9.70 With a Quiet Voice

4 10 10 10 75
Wyers Point

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 1999.
Music: Carson P. Cooman, 2002

1
2
3
4

76 Wyers Point	•	They	Also	Praise

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 1999, 2005. © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. q = 80, flowing
Music: Carson P. Cooman, 2002. © 2014 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 4 10 10 10 75
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Angel and Star (2002) — A short and sim-
ple carol; originally used as a Christmas 
introit for children’s choir.

Animal Planet (2010) — John Core’s 
delightful text inspired this perky and 
vigorous tune which should be sung with 
great delight and good humor.

Aspen Mountain (2007) — Composed while 
in residence at the Aspen Music Festival 
and dedicated to Alan Fletcher, my former 
teacher and President/CEO of the Festival.

Brattle Street (2002) — Named for a 
street in Cambridge, Massachusetts; text 
and tune written in the months following 
the September 11 attacks and the lead-up 
to the Iraq War; dedicated to Marisa Green

Cliff Beach (2002) — Named for a place on 
Nantucket Island, Massachusetts; dedicated 
to composer David Ashley White

Coatue (2002) — Named for a place on Nan-
tucket; dedicated to poet Richard Leach; 
Emma Lou Diemer composed a set of 
organ variations on this tune (Zimbel Press 
#80101139).

Cobalt Blue (2002) — Inspired by the 
sunset one spectacular evening while in 
Waterville, Maine, at the Richner-Strong 
Institute of Church Music

Conant (2008) — Composed for the evening 
student service at The Memorial Church at 
Harvard University; dedicated to Jonathan 
Conant Page, then Epps Fellow (undergrad-
uate chaplain)

Crop of Peace (2010) — Refrain composed 
in 2007, remainder of the tune written in 
2010 for use at a service at The Memorial 
Church at Harvard.

Dascha (2002) — Composed at the request 
of the poet for a book he was editing; tune 
named for David Schaap, president of Selah 
Publishing

Daustin (2007) — Named for Dorothy 
Austin, former associate minister at The 
Memorial Church at Harvard.

Desert Rock (2007) — Composed in Aspen, 
Colorado; dedicated to John Core

Dolmen Creek (2002) — Named for an 
imaginary place; a “dolmen” is a Celtic 
megalithic portal tomb; the tune is quoted 
in the chamber work Dark December: Ignis 
Dei (2002) for flute, clarinet, violin, cello, 
vibraphone, and piano

Dover Gloria Patri (2012) — Com-
missioned by the Dover Church (Dover, 
Massachusetts) in celebration of its 250th 
anniversary.

Dunster Carol (2001) — Named for one of 
the residential houses of Harvard College; 
dedicated to Daniel Pinkham and Andrew 
Paul Holman

Easton Street (2002) — Named for a street 
on Nantucket

Eel Point (2002) — Named for a place on 
Nantucket

Ferko (2002) — Named for composer Frank 
Ferko

Flap Away (2001) — Dedicated to composer 
Al Benner

Fraser (2002) — Named for dear friend 
Matthew Fraser Burt

Guthrie (2009) — Named for Taylor Lewis 
Guthrie Hartman, then seminarian at The 
Memorial Church at Harvard

Heart Searcher (2007) — Dedicated to 
Nancy Granert, director of finance at The 
Memorial Church at Harvard

Hildegard’s Force (2002) — Mary Louise 
Bringle’s text was inspired by Hildegard 
von Bingen’s “greening force”

Hoicks Hollow (2001) — Named for a place 
on Nantucket; dedicated to composer Jane 
Marshall; the tune alludes to an observa-
tion Marshall once made, saying how she 
didn’t like tunes with a refrain in major but 
the verse in minor

Hyannis (2003) — The tune name (after the 
village on Cape Cod, Massachusetts) was 
requested by the poet Richard Leach in 
honor of his inlaws, Jane and Louis Demar-
kles, to whom it is dedicated.

Jackson Point (2002) — Named for a place 
on Nantucket; dedicated to Sally Ann Mor-
ris, whose own vibrant tunes inspired it

Long Joseph’s Point (2002) — Named for a 
place on Nantucket
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Lowell Carol (2001) — Named for one of 
the residential houses of Harvard College; 
dedicated to Hinako Fujihara Hovhaness, 
widow of the composer Alan Hovhaness; I 
wrote a totally different setting of this text 
as a choral anthem (Selah #405-275).

Lowest Highest (2003) — Composed as a 
Christmas present for composer and good 
friend Sandra Gay

Miacomet Kyrie (2001) — Named for a 
place on Nantucket and the “Have mercy” 
nature of the text

Monomoy (2001) — Named for a place on 
Nantucket; dedicated to composer Peter 
Dickinson

Morgan Creek (2002) — Named for a place 
on Nantucket

Nethwyg (2002) — Tune name is an ana-
gram of the first name of composer and 
good friend Gwyneth Walker, to whom it 
is dedicated; it is in the spirit of an early 
American (particularly Shaker) music, 
one of Gwyneth’s great musical loves. The 
tune is quoted in Folk Fantasies (2005), my 
euphonium concerto.

Nobadeer (2001) — Named for a place on 
Nantucket; dedicated to composer James 
Woodman

Old South Wharf (2002) — Named for a 
place on Nantucket; dedicated to composer 
Lynn Job

Palm King (2002) — Dedicated to Marisa 
Green

Peter Folger (2007) — Named for one of 
Nantucket’s prominent 17th century settlers; 
dedicated to composer Dan Locklair

Peter’s Emmaus (2011) — Written in 
memory of Peter J. Gomes, longtime senior 
minister at The Memorial Church at Har-
vard. Despite being one of the most famous 
preachers of his generation, Peter primarily 
composed tunes, not texts. He wrote this 
text for his own tune, which unfortunately 
was never notated and is thus lost. I tried 
to compose a tune in the spirit of his own 
hymns.

Pocomo (2002) — Named for a place on Nan-
tucket; dedicated to Marisa Green

Portola Valley (2007) — Written for Christ 
Episcopal Church, Portola Valley, California

Prospect Hill (2002) — Named for a place 
on Nantucket

Rasima (2002) — Dedicated to Marisa Green; 
the tune name is an anagram of her first 
name

Ribenial (2002) — Named for the members 
of poet Richard Leach’s family: RIchard, 
BEverly, NIcholas, and ALexander

Rhinecliff (2002) — Named for a street in 
Rochester, New York

Rosner (2007) — Named for composer 
Arnold Rosner

Sankaty (2001) — Named for one of Nan-
tucket’s three lighthouses

Saro (2009) — An American folk tune adapt-
ed and arranged by the composer

Seilou (2002) — Composed as a birthday 
present for poet Mary Louise Bringle on 
July 31, 2002; the tune name is an anagram 
of Louise

Sesachacha (2002) — Named for a place on 
Nantucket

Slick Steward (2007) — Dedicated to Jan 
Randolph, retired pastoral associate at The 
Memorial Church at Harvard

Smith Point (2001) — Named for a place 
on Nantucket; a “seasonal Sanctus” with 
a verse for specific use in each liturgical 
season

Sulak (2012) — Written at the request of 
John Core; an anthem version of this tune 
(titled “Every Generation”) is available 
from Selah 

Squam (2002) — Named for a place on 
Nantucket

Speckled Wren (2007) — Dedicated to Kent 
Montgomery French, former Epps Fellow at 
The Memorial Church at Harvard

Surfside (2001) — Named for a place on 
Nantucket; dedicated to Lew and Dot 
Wallace, the composer’s grandparents. The 
tune is written and harmonized in the idio-
syncratic style of early American composer 
Supply Belcher

Stone Ripples (2001) — Dedicated to Bill, 
Donna, and Sonja Gassett; an anthem 
version of this tune is available from Selah 
(#405-483)
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Storrow Drive (2008) — Named for a street 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts

Talea Rutila (2007) — Written for Marisa 
Green and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Ba-
ton Rouge, Louisiana; the tune name is one 
possible Latin rendering of Baton Rouge

Tawpoot (2002) — Named for a place on 
Nantucket; dedicated to poet Mary Louise 
Bringle

Unfailing Love (2007) — Dedicated to 
composer Frederick Frahm

Varinna (2002) — Named for a street in 
Rochester, New York

Wannacomet (2002) — Named for a place 
on Nantucket

Wardman Park (2010) — Composed at 
the request of All Saints Company for the 
second edition of their Music for Liturgy 
hymnal, a volume containing entirely unac-
companied material; named for the region 
of Washington, D.C. in which it was written

Warren Landing (2001) — Named for a 
place on Nantucket; dedicated in memory 
of Richard Boutros

Warrington (2002) — Named for a street in 
Rochester, New York

Wave Glistens (2002) — Dedicated to Peggy 
Krewson, then organist at First Congrega-
tional Church, Nantucket, Massachusetts

Whaling Museum (2002) — Named for the 
Nantucket Historical Society’s principal 
facility; composed at the request of the 
poet for And Jesus Said: Parables in Song 
(Selah #125-360)

Wheat and Weeds (2002) — Composed at 
the request of the poet for And Jesus Said: 
Parables in Song (Selah #125-360)

Winthrop House (2001) — Named for 
one of the residential houses of Harvard 
College

Wood Bearer (2007) — Dedicated to Chris-
tine Whiteside, special events coordinator 
at The Memorial Church at Harvard

Wordless Light (2001) — Dedicated to 
composer Al Fedak

Wyers Point (2002) — Named for a place 
on Nantucket; dedicated in memory of the 
composer’s grandfather
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Action
When You Take the Plow .................................62

Advent
Sunday Has Come, the First of Days ..............43

All Saints’
With a Quiet Voice ...........................................76

Angels
Jesus, Gift of God.............................................15
When the Angels  ............................................71

Animals
Praise This God of All .......................................2

Art
Once You Called the Stars ...............................57

Baptism
Lowest, Highest ...............................................31

Benediction
God Bless and Hold You ..................................22

Biblical Names and Places
Adam

With Their Foolish Fig Leaves Flapping ........19
David

As Moses’ Hymn and Miriam’s Psalm ............42
Eden

In Eden, God, You Gave Us Work ....................46
Emmaus

The Angel at That Easter .................................39
Eve

With Their Foolish Fig Leaves Flapping ........19
Galilee

Cast Out, O Christ ...........................................70
Hannah

None Is Holy Like Our God ............................16
Isaac

Like Isaac Bearing Wood  ...............................74
Jerusalem

All My Springs .................................................29
Joseph

Jesus, Gift of God.............................................15
Lazarus

What Stirred Death’s Still, Deep Ocean ..........47
Mary

Ask a Sign ........................................................23
Jesus, Gift of God.............................................15

Miriam
As Moses’ Hymn and Miriam’s Psalm ............42

Moses
As Moses’ Hymn and Miriam’s Psalm ............42

Paul
As Moses’ Hymn and Miriam’s Psalm ............42

Celebration
The Laser-like Stream of Enchantment .........69

Children
Have Mercy God ..............................................32

Topical	Index
Christian Life

Jesus, Can You Still Surprise Me? ....................21
May I Love You, Lord .....................................101
This Has Been Home ......................................58
With a Quiet Voice ...........................................76

Christmas
Angel and Star ...................................................1
Jesus, Gift of God.............................................15
God Grant Us Greening ..................................25
Kings Are Sleeping ..........................................30
Sunday Has Come, the First of Days ..............43

Cities
Wisdom’s Warning Word Is Harsh ..................55

Communion
If We Drank Your Love ....................................27

Creation
All Creation Trembles .....................................40
Once You Called the Stars ...............................57
This Has Been Home ......................................58

Creator (God as)
 Lowest, Highest ..............................................31

Crucifixion
All My Springs .................................................29
Had It Not Been the Lord ................................34
Lowest, Highest ...............................................31

Dance
Leap with Gladness .........................................28

Darkness
Brother Darkness, Sister Silence .....................36
In the Dark ......................................................68

Death
Sing a Proverb, Solve a Riddle ........................26
You Went to the Place ......................................17

Demons
Cast Out, O Christ ...........................................70

Discipleship
Follow Me ........................................................65

Easter
Come with Rejoicing .......................................66
Had It Not Been the Lord ................................34
Mist Arises from the Lake...............................20
The Angel at That Easter .................................39
The Sun Was Silent ..........................................75

Ecumenism
Many Rivers Running .......................................3

Epiphany
God Grant Us Greening ..................................25
Sunday Has Come, the First of Days ..............43

Evening Prayer
As Azure Shades to Cobalt ................................7
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Evil
By Gracious Powers.........................................61

Faithfulness of God
By Gracious Powers.........................................61
Too Proud to Beg .............................................52

Family
Have Mercy God ..............................................32

Fire of God
Burn in Me, Fire of God ..................................13

Forgiveness
If We Drank Your Love ....................................27

Gathering
Coming to This Place ........................................8

God’s Provision
Come, Greet the Morning ...............................45

Good Friday
In the Garden ..................................................37
Like Isaac Bearing Wood  ...............................74

Grace
Come, Greet the Morning ...............................45

Greed
Too Proud to Beg .............................................52

Guests
In the Mystic Banquet Hall  ............................50

Healing
Here Is Jesus, with a Crowd ............................51
To Hear the Word That You Pass By ..................6

Holiness
With Their Foolish Fig Leaves Flapping ........19

Holy Spirit
Brother Darkness, Sister Silence .....................36
O Mother Spirit ...............................................11

Holy Week
In the Garden ..................................................37

Hope
Lord, My Heart Is Humbled Now ...................49

Hospitality
In the Mystic Banquet Hall  ............................50

Joy
Come with Rejoicing .......................................66
Follow Me ........................................................65
In the House of Life .........................................41

Justice
Wisdom Sows the Good ....................................9

King (Christ as)
All Creation Trembles .....................................40
King of the Palm .............................................38
Kings Are Sleeping ..........................................30

Kingdom of God
Like Seed Someone Scattered .........................10

Lent
In the Dark ......................................................68
Like Isaac Bearing Wood  ...............................74
Sunday Has Come, the First of Days ..............43

Life
In the House of Life .........................................41

Life of Christ
In the Mystic Banquet Hall  ............................50
The Lessons of the Olive Tree .........................48
What Stirred Death’s Still, Deep Ocean ..........47

Light
Jesus, You Have Gone Before Us ........................5

Liturgical Year
Holy, Holy, God ................................................53
Sunday Has Come, the First of Days ..............43

Love (God’s)
We Sing of an Unfailing Love ..........................64

 (of God)
If I Spoke Every Tongue ..................................63
If We Drank Your Love ....................................27
May I Love You, Lord .....................................101
So Radiant, So Shining ....................................18

 (of others)
If I Spoke Every Tongue ..................................63

Mercy
Have Mercy God ..............................................32

Miracles
What Stirred Death’s Still, Deep Ocean ..........47

Mission
Sing a New Song to the Lord ...........................35

Mornings
Come, Greet the Morning ...............................45
The Day Begins and Ends ...............................33
The Laser-like Stream of Enchantment .........69

Multi-faith Issues
Many Rivers Running .......................................3

Music
As Moses’ Hymn and Miriam’s Psalm ............42
Holy God, Mighty One ....................................44
Once You Called the Stars ...............................57
Sing a Proverb, Solve a Riddle ........................26
Sing a New Song to the Lord ...........................35
This Is the First of Songs ................................60

New Heaven & Earth
From Glory to Glory .......................................67
Jesus, You Have Gone Before Us ........................5
Lord, My Heart Is Humbled Now ...................49
Wheat and Weeds ............................................72

Palm Sunday
King of the Palm .............................................38
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Parables
Like Seed Someone Scattered .........................10
The Lessons of the Olive Tree .........................48
Too Proud to Beg .............................................52
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